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The Power of Honoring (Pinhas) 

“Example is the school of mankind, and they will learn at no other” -Edmund Burke 

God has informed Moses of his impending forced retirement. Moses will not cross the Jordan 

River with the people of Israel to enter the promised land. Rather, God tells him that he will 

ascend the mountain, see the land, and die there outside of Canaan. Moses makes a final request 

of God: don’t leave the people leaderless – appoint someone to follow me. 

God acquiesces to the request and informs Moses that his disciple Joshua will take over the 

reins of leadership. Joshua is the one that will lead the people into Canaan and conquer the 

land. 

In the first act of “semicha” or ordination, Moses places his hands upon Joshua and transmits 

to him some of his spirit, his glory, his authority. Ibn Ezra on Numbers 27:20 is so impressed 

by this act that he claims it had the immediate effect of raising Joshua’s status in the eyes of 

the entire nation. By Moses honoring Joshua so, by raising Joshua to his own level, he showed 

the highest form of respect. The people of Israel immediately understood the action of Moses, 

the honor that he was showing Joshua, and they learned to honor Joshua as well, following 

Moses’ example. 

May we always have opportunity to see deserving people honored. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Ben-Tzion 

Dedication 

To the unveiling of the new IDF Hummer. https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-

news/article-900976 

I recall fondly my visit many moons ago to their factory. For more on my automotive 

explorations, check out my Aftermarket Rabbi series: https://ben-tzion.com/aftermarket-

rabbi/ 
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