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Searching for Eden (Bereshit) 

“Where the apple reddens never pry — lest we lose our Edens, Eve and I.” -Robert Browning 

Ever since Man’s banishment from the Garden of Eden, we have sought to rediscover the lost 

paradise. Scientists, scholars and archeologists have proposed a number of locations for the 

historic Eden, yet none have been able to confirm (how would they do so?) the ancient home 

of Adam and Eve. 

One of the more popular suggestions places the Garden of Eden near modern-day Kuwait, 

between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, the only easily identifiable rivers listed in the creation 

story. Others have placed it in Turkey between the headwaters of those two rivers. 

One of my favorite suggestions is that Israel is the site of the Garden of Eden, based on satellite 

imaging of pre-flood riverbeds that emanate from the Great Rift we’re sitting on. 

The Ibn Ezra however, provides an unusual clue as to where he thinks the Garden of Eden was 

situated. He states that it was on the equator, where days and nights are equivalent throughout 

the year. This corresponds exactly with one of the most abundant sites for ancient human 

fossils, Lake Turkana in Kenya, which is situated on the equator and has been termed by 

anthropologists “the cradle of humanity.” 

However, perhaps more important then finding the ancient fossils of the Garden of Eden, would 

be to create our own living, existential paradise on earth. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Ben-Tzion 

Dedication 

Immensely grateful for the return of our living and some of the deceased hostages, and with 

fervent prayers for the return of the rest. 

Particularly proud of the special attention our cousin Ari Spitz received during Netanyahu’s 

address that day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjClwTL15ZU 
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